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Good evening. Last week I spoke of the real meaning to South Australia of the decisions of 
the recent Premiers' conference, and communicated that the claims made that South 
Australia was benefiting from the abolition of its position as a claimant for special disabilities 
grant was nonsense - that in fact we had not been getting the full grant available to S.A. 
because we had underspent on education, health, hospitals, & law and order. I gave the 
comparative figures for spending by the claimant States on these State services, & showed 
that the other two smaller States, with problems in these fields far smaller than our own, had 
consistently spent more than £5/-/- per head of population per year on them then we had. 
I was last Tuesday taken to task by Mr. Stewart Cockburn, the news commentator of the 
"Advertiser" network, who said that I had given only half the story about education. Mr. 
Cockburn praised the efforts of the present Min of Education & said that while the Govt, was 
vulnerable to criticism six or 7 years ago, for the last five years - and these are his words -
they have been doing everything they can to amend earlier sins. 
I have given the story of education in the State on this program before. But as Mr. 
Cockburn's statement is not correct - he hasn't, apparently, looked at the recent figures - I 
think I should reiterate. 
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